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SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASE PREVENTION/EDUCATION:

· Educated inmates at the jail on their risk for HIV and ways to reduce risky behavior.

· Provided HIV/AIDS counseling and testing in the Adams County Jail, community outreach and at health department clinic.

· Provided written information to inmates at release on HIV, STD's and Hepatitis B and C and prevention supplies.

· With interpreter, visits were made to area labor camps and homes with education materials and prevention supplies.

· Participated in health fair at large processing plant in Othello, providing information and prevention supplies.

· Provided legislative required classes on HIV and Bloodborne pathogens.

· Provided education to participants of outpatient substance abuse program at Community Counseling.

· Provided testing for Hepatitis C at jail and health department clinic sites.  Twinrix vaccination (Hepatitis A and B vaccine) given to high risk clients and chronic hepatitis C infected individuals and their partners.
Monitoring New and Emerging Diseases:
Not only does public health monitor and control communicable diseases that affect human populations, the public health system also monitors our community and animal populations and prepares for potential threats that could impact the health of our community.  

H1N1 Influenza:
In April, 2009 the first cases of a new (novel) influenza virus were identified.  By May, this novel influenza virus was spreading at a rapid rate.  Health department staff spent the month of May in response to the H1N1 influenza.  Response efforts included surveillance, lab specimen submission, receiving antivirals, public information and community prevention efforts which included health alerts, media releases, updating website and hand delivering prevention information to area businesses.  As the WHO moved to pandemic phase 6, in June, the initial wave of illness slowed statewide, and staff prepared for the expected resurgence in the fall.  Our fall planning efforts were concentrated in these categories:  surveillance, communication and community mitigation or prevention.   In July we began planning.  Our first plans were contacting schools to discuss slowing disease spread in school and scheduling meetings with each of the schools to discuss their plans.  By late August we began planning to get the seasonal flu vaccine out earlier, daily surveillance activities began with schools, clinics and hospitals as illness began to surface around and within Adams County.  Vaccine delivery planning consumed most of October, November and December.  By the end of 2009, the health department had managed ordering and distribution to other providers and conducted 16 special clinics for giving H1N1 vaccine, as well as giving at the health department on clinic days.  2532 H1N1 vaccinations were given by health department and contracted staff.  668 doses were given by other providers in the county.  During this time our pandemic flu plan, SNS plan and 
communication plan were reviewed and updated.  In 2010 vaccination continues.  We are better prepared to address the 3rd wave of this pandemic if it is realized.
The following graph shows age division for H1N1 vaccination extending to January 2010.
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Conclusion:  As was found state and nationwide the 19-24 year old age group was under vaccinated.
Access to Care

The Adams County Health Department in 2009 began to review information regarding access to care for residents. It is the intent of the health department to enter into a process of data gathering, assessment and planning to enable residents to have access to adequate health care.
Adams County Report of Public Health Indicator:  Access to Care

Category

Baseline
    Update                County rank
    County rank











04-06

        07-08 

Change

	Adults with unmet medical need
	18.2%
	21.6%
	31 (of 36)
	36 (of 36)
	Worse than state

	Adults with personal healthcare provider
	69.7%
	72.6%
	36 
	32 
	Worse than state

	Adult dental care
	66.8%
	57.9%
	19 
	34
	Dropped from similar to state to worse than state

	Adult preventive cancer screening – breast
	78.7%
	77.7%
	18
	21
	Similar to state

	Adult preventive cancer screening – cervical
	78.7%
	71.6%
	9
	31
	Dropped in rank but similar to state

	Adult preventive cancer screening- colorectal
	53.0%
	65.8%
	32
	32
	Worse than state

	Adults with health insurance
	64%
	61.0%
	36 (last)
	36 (last)
	Worse than state

	Children with health insurance
	Not available
	92%
	Not available
	25
	Similar to state


Over the past year the health department wrote, and obtained the ABCD grant for Adams County. Next steps are working to increase the number of children 0 through 5 with regular dental care.  The goal is for children to have their first dental visit by age one.  Target for 2010 in ABCD is 250 new clients enrolled with ABCD dentists and receiving regular dental care.  The following graph shows the number of children eligible for dental care through Medicaid and those who are receiving.  

Medical Assistance Administration (MAA) statistics for the most recent years:

	
	Medicaid Eligible 0-5
	Medicaid Users

0-5
	Medicaid % Users

 0-5

	Adams County 2006
	2251
	981
	44%

	Adams County 2007
	2288
	1040
	45%

	Adams County 2008
	2408
	1125
	47%


Conclusion:  There are a substantial number of children eligible for dental care not accessing it. 
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH PROGRAMS

The public’s health depends on some basic fundamentals: clean water, clean soils, adequate waste disposal, hygienic restaurants and wholesome food. To prevent disease and promote health, Environmental Health staff educates and inform customers and clients about healthy environmental health practices, utilizing state and local rules and regulations to safeguard the health of our people. Each year we provide hundreds of inspections and consultations to individuals and businesses throughout Adams County.
Adams County Report of Public Health indicator:  Environmental Health

Category
        Baseline results
  Updated results
                   County Rank 04-06
      County rank 07-08













Change

	Food Service Safety
	Not available 07
	96%
	
	15
	Similar to state

	Onsite sewage system corrections
	Not available 07
	100%
	
	1
	Similar to state


Food Protection:

The goal of the food protection program is to prevent illness caused by the consumption of contaminated food.  This is accomplished by:

· Providing guidance, training, technical assistance and inspections to retail food establishments on retail food safety issues 

· Working with other state, federal, and local agencies to prevent or investigate cases of foodborne illness 

· Offering consumers information to help safely handle and prepare foods 

Food Program Activities:

	FOOD PROGRAM
	2007
	2008
	2009

	# Permitted Food Establishments
	115
	119
	121

	# Routine Inspections
	243
	225
	201

	# Repeat Inspections (due to violations)
	62
	13
	18

	Pre-Opening  Inspections
	16
	13
	19

	Temp. Food Permits Issued
	160
	161
	153

	Temp. Food Inspections
	100
	129
	135

	FWC Othello
	665
	743
	665

	FWC Ritzville
	219
	200
	157


Observations:  There are two main trends to focus on in the food program.  Overall, routine inspections and re-inspections are on a downward trend.  This can be attributed to the increased awareness our establishment owners and operators have gained.  It also shows the increasing knowledge and experience the staff has and their ability to educate the owners and operators on safely running their establishments.  The other major trend is the decrease in Food Worker Cards issued.  Because of budget cuts in 2009 and the loss of staff, fewer classes were offered and therefore fewer cards were issued.  Many of the people that would have gotten their cards thru ACHD most likely went to a neighboring county.
Onsite Sewage Disposal/Land Development:

The staff in this program review sewage disposal and septic system plans. Many sewage systems and septic tanks installations are inspected each year, since faulty tanks and systems may result in the leakage of raw sewage into the ground and surface water systems. We educate installers and septage haulers, investigate complaints about sewage leaks, and conduct surveys of areas with high rates of failing systems. All throughout Adams County, staff evaluates land development projects to assure adequate water supply and sewage disposal systems.

Onsite/Land Development Program Activities:

	ONSITE/LAND DEVELOPMENT
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Installation Permits Issued
	33
	51
	23

	Site Evaluations Completed
	29
	21
	19

	Plats Reviewed
	22
	16
	10

	New Lots evaluated for onsite sewage and water
	52
	31
	30

	5 review/research requests by city/county planning agencies
	5
	9
	9


Observations:  The land use program is obviously impacted by the greater economic situation that’s occurring both locally and nationally.  Sewage permits and site evaluation are market dependant and have understandably been fewer and have more volatility.  As the economy improves, the public demand for these services will increase.
Drinking Water:

Numerous small public water systems provide water to people living in Adams County. EH staff works with these smaller systems on proper well site locations, planning, and system installation. They also provide needed educational information and consultations to these water systems.

Water Program Activities:

	WATER PROGRAM
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Well Site Source Inspections
	5
	4
	2

	Group B Water System Surveys
	4
	4
	4

	Group A Water System Surveys
	0
	14
	10

	New Group B Water Systems
	5
	3
	1

	Reviewed Group B Water Systems
	68
	71
	72

	Individual Consultations for WS
	32
	40
	29

	Technical Assistant
	0
	0
	4


Living Environment:
The Living Environment program focuses on activities to ensure physical safety and social wellbeing.  In 2005, this primarily focused on working with public swimming pools throughout Adams County to assure water quality and safety at each facility.  Health Department inspectors monitor water quality and safety issues at the facility to prevent illness and injury.

Living Environment Activities:

	SWIMMING POOLS
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Pools Permitted
	10
	8
	9

	Pools Inspected
	19
	15
	9

	Pool RE
	3
	1
	0


Observations:  One clear trend is the decrease in the number of pool inspections.  This is primarily due to better management by the pool operators.  One routine pool inspection is required by law, however we are in constant communication with the operators and provide them educational information throughout the season.  Although we would like to inspect the pools twice per year, increased inspections in temporary food permits is making it more difficult.

School Inspections:

Staff conducts school kitchen inspections for all public schools in Adams County.  There are 11 permitted school kitchens that are inspected at least twice in a school year.  School kitchen inspections focus on temperature control, cooling, bare hand contact with ready-to-eat foods, hand washing, avoiding cross contamination and making sure the correct food is used with highly susceptible populations.  
   School Inspection Program Activities:

	SCHOOLS
	2007
	2008
	2009

	Schools Permitted
	11
	11
	11

	Schools Inspected
	22
	24
	24

	Educational Consultations
	22
	22
	22















































